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AP: You've got some pretty serious security on this place. Bones discovered on Pacific island

. . belong to Amelia Earhart, new
How’s the reception in town heen? o s
forensic analysis shows @ view

Greaves: You know, I was foreseeing a lot of pushback,
NRA host taunts Parkland teens:

‘No one would know your names'

and that really didn't happen, and I'm really happyv about

that. You should have seen the reaction when we . -
if classmates were still alive

unveiled the Baphomet monument in Detroit last year.

There were death threats, protests — just a whole lot of

ugliness. So the opening here was kind of low-key. We
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didn’t really make an event of it.

AP: For those who don't know, what’s the Satanic Temple all about?

Greaves: The Satanic Temple has seven tenets that describe our belief system.
Personal autonomy, freedom of belief, scientific rationalism — those are
really the core of the tenets. They say very little about Satan or why you would
identify as a Satanist. ... The tenets are meant to be universal.

AP: So are you Satan worshippers?

Greaves: Definitely not. In fact, the idea of “worship” is antithetical to our
anti-authoritarian philosophy. Devil worship implies a theistic point of view.
We consider ourselves a non-theistic religious organization.

AP: Is the Satanic Temple a legally recognized religion? And does that affect
your legal standing in court hattles if not?

Greaves: We are incorporated as a religious organization, though we’re an LLC
rather than a tax-exempt religious nonprofit. If, by some circumstance, we
find our religious legitimacy denied by a public agency for the fact that we've
never sought [RS-recognized religious exemption, [ have little doubt that the
courts would rule in our favor. ... We feel that it's our sense of cultural
identity, narrative and shared ethics that make us a religion.

AP: How are you different from other Satanist groups?

Greaves: We're actually active and relevant today. (Other groups) will say they
stand for certain things and stand against certain things, but those words ring
hollow if there isn’t some commensurate activity attached to it. ... What
matters to us is self-identified Satanists standing up and saying they have a
place in the world so that the evangelical theocrats don't have a monopoly
over what constitutes religious freedom.

AP: The Portland, Oregon, chapter of the Satanic Temple is planning an open
house for an “After School Satan” club in a Portland elementary school
sometime next month. What can students, teachers and parents expect?

Greaves: We're not interested in turning kids away from their Christian
hackground. We really want this to be enriching. We're not going to
proselytize or make ham-fisted religious tirades. Our curriculum does not
contain items of religious opinion. It contains fun activities premised on
critical thinking, reasoning skills and the scientific, rationalist view of the
world.

AP: Doesn't sound very Satanic. Why call it an “After School Satan” club at
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all?

Greaves: I'd say it sends a positive message that it’s called the “After School
Satan” club and that it’s run by people who self-identify as Satanists. It's
helpful for children to see that people can hold diametrically opposed
religious points of view, but still be good, productive members of society, be
noncriminal and friendly.

AP: Where’s the Baphomet monument fight in Arkansas heading?

Greaves: [ think they’ll deny the Satanist monument and allow the Ten
Commandments. But the monument will have to come down because it’s
clearly preferencing one religious viewpoint over another. And the taxpavers
will have to foot the hill.

AP: What else is on the horizon for the Satanic Temple?

Greaves: We're trying not to spread ourselves too thin. There’s a huge demand
for starting chapters. We're doing the best we can to keep up with the interest
without letting it get completely unmanageable. It's a balancing act. ...
Hopefully, it’ll get to the point where I feel I can write a book about what
we're doing and why we’re doing it — the things everybody always asks
about.

Follow Philip Marcelo at https://twitter.com/philmarcelo. His work can be
found at http://bigstorv.ap.org/journalist/philip-marcelo.

PHILIP MARCELO
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